Enrollment Process for Rural and Small Urban Hospitals
In December of 2003, the Medicare Modernization Act increased the DSH cap for rural and small urban hospitals from 5.25 percent to 12 percent.  This change has allowed many of these hospitals to qualify for the 340B drug discount program, which requires participating DSH hospitals to have a DSH adjustment percentage greater than 11.75 percent.  Rural and small urban hospitals may not have access to their most recently calculated DSH percentages, which they must submit as part of their 340B enrollment applications.  The Office of Pharmacy Affairs (OPA) has now posted the list of hospitals with a Medicare DSH adjustment percentage of 11.75% or greater.  For the most updated list, go to ftp://ftp.hrsa.gov/bphc/pdf/opa/DSHQ22005.xls.

Also, OPA has posted on its website a flow chart that helps DSH hospitals determine whether they are eligible for the 340B program and outlines what steps they must take for enrollment. The flow chart can be found at ftp://ftp.hrsa.gov/bphc/pdf/opa/dshflow.pdf.

Please contact PHPC counsel Claire Holloway at claire.holloway@ppsv.com  or 202-466-6550 if you need assistance on the 340B enrollment process.

